
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: Southcoast Maternity Services, Today and Tomorrow 

 

Why is Southcoast Health discontinuing maternity services at Tobey Hospital?  

Discontinuing maternity services from Tobey Hospital was a decision made after much 

deliberation. Southcoast Health is proud of Tobey’s tradition of maternity care and honored 

by the trust that mothers and families have placed in our team. Acknowledging that the 

time had come to transition the Tobey family centered unit was determined by the needs of 

southeastern Massachusetts: The volume of deliveries at Tobey decreased by 22 percent 

from calendar years 2013 through 2018. In fiscal year 2019, there were 364 deliveries, for 

an average of one delivery per day. This is unsustainable in terms of resources and 

readiness for any hospital or health system.  

In fiscal year 2018, 27 percent of Tobey’s deliveries originated from the Greater New 

Bedford area. At St. Luke’s, by investing in a truly exceptional range of services and in our 

outstanding staff and providers, including Boston Children’s Hospital specialists, we are 

responding to the needs of the entire region, both today and in the future. 

When will the discontinuation take place?  

As part of Southcoast Health’s plan for maternity services, Tobey Hospital’s family centered 

unit in Wareham will discontinue service on December 31, 2019, offering its patients the 

enhanced services in the Women and Children’s Pavilion at St. Luke’s in New Bedford less 

than 20 miles away from Tobey.  

Expecting mothers planning to give birth at Tobey’s family centered unit in 2020 have been 

contacted and guided to delivery accommodations of their choice, including St. Luke’s 

Women and Children’s Pavilion. Existing Ob/Gyn services (including childbirth education 

and breastfeeding support groups) and providers will remain in Wareham. Patients who 

have current scheduled deliveries at Tobey have been contacted by their Ob/Gyn to discuss 

their options.  

What will happen to the nurses, providers and staff?  

Many of the beloved nurses, providers and staff will carry on their extraordinary work at 

the St. Luke’s Women and Children’s Pavilion as well as the Family Centered Unit at 

Charlton Memorial Hospital.  

Southcoast Health Human Resources continues to work with current Tobey FCU staff to 

determine opportunities at both the St. Luke’s Women and Children’s Pavilion and the 

Family Centered Unit at Charlton Memorial Hospital. 

 



 

 

 

After maternity services at Tobey are discontinued, where can moms and babies receive 

care? 

Depending on the specific need, moms and babies can still receive care at Tobey, as existing 

Ob/Gyn services and providers will remain in Wareham.  

If they wish to continue with Southcoast Health providers and facilities, expecting moms 

can schedule deliveries at the St. Luke’s Women and Children’s Pavilion and the Charlton 

Memorial FCU.  

Is St. Luke’s prepared to absorb this patient volume?  

Yes. The Women and Children’s Pavilion at St. Luke’s currently facilitates upward of 1,500 

deliveries per year; St. Luke’s can absorb Tobey’s delivery volume, and will continue to 

welcome expecting moms and families from across the region with additional clinical staff 

and a range of services that is truly exceptional in a community setting. With clinical staff 

from Tobey joining St. Luke’s and the Women and Children’s Pavilion fully operational with 

its enhanced model of care, St. Luke’s is now the destination for starting and growing 

healthy families.  

Can St. Luke’s offer the same level of personalized maternity care as Tobey? 

Yes. Maternity practices are universal across the Southcoast Health system. Birth plans are 

driven by the wishes of expecting mothers, which may include natural alternatives for pain 

management, hypnobirthing, hydrotherapy, and other low medical interventions. Expecting 

moms and families are encouraged to schedule a tour at the St. Luke’s Women and 

Children’s Pavilion by emailing maternityservices@southcoast.org.  

What are Southcoast’s plans for Tobey?  

In 2019, Tobey Hospital was named along with St. Luke’s and Charlton Memorial as one of 

Newsweek’s World’s Best Hospitals and the eighth best in Massachusetts. This year, 

Southcoast Health broke ground on a $25 million expansion of Tobey’s Emergency 

Department, which was undertaken due to a doubling of volume since 1987. In addition, 

the Southcoast Health Weight Loss Center is celebrating its 15th anniversary in 2019. The 

physicians, nurses and staff have completed more than 7,500 and changed thousands of 

lives, with 600,000 pounds lost collectively by the patients brave enough to take that first 

step to improving their health.  

Southcoast continues to invest in Tobey Hospital, and we look forward to it serving the 

Wareham community and others from around the region for generations to come.  
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